
	  

	  

April 24, 2015 
 
Assemblymember Phil Ting 
California State Assembly 
State Capitol, Room 3123 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
RE: Support for AB 1397 (Ting)  
 
Dear Assemblymember Ting: 
 
The American Federation of Teachers, Local 2121 strongly supports Assembly Bill 1397, which promotes fairness, 
objectivity and transparency in the community college accreditation process. The state must intervene to ensure that its 
accreditor does not act in an arbitrary or inconsistent manner, and this legislation will help ensure that California’s 112 
community colleges have access to a fair accreditation process. 

The Accrediting Commission for Community and Junior Colleges (ACCJC) oversees accreditation for the community 
college system, a process that significantly impacts our colleges. As the state has unfortunately witnessed over the past 
several years, accreditation for California’s community colleges currently lacks basic safeguards. The ACCJC has 
unjustly—and as CA Superior Court has now ruled, illegally—sought to revoke City College of San Francisco’s 
accreditation. But concerns about the accreditation process are not new, and they did not begin with San Francisco. 
Former Community College Chancellor Jack Scott expressed significant concerns about the direction of the accreditor 
in 2010. And an in-depth, 2-year study from the Research and Planning Group for California Community Colleges, 
“Focusing Accreditation on Quality Improvement,” pointed in February 2011 to the soaring level of sanctions in 
California and at the discontent emerging throughout the system with ACCJC’s approach to the accreditation process. 

In the last 18 months, a number of governmental agencies, including the United States Department of Education, the 
California Bureau of State Audits, and a California Superior Court have found that the current accreditor has employed 
a deeply flawed process and has violated state law and federal regulations.  

Clearly the California Legislature must act to protect our colleges and the students they serve—as well as the credibility 
of the accreditation process overall. The state has the authority to regulate accreditation processes, and the recent CA 
Superior Court verdict confirms this fact. AB 1397 proposes reasonable reforms to the community college accreditation 
process to ensure that the values of fairness, objectivity, consistency, and transparency guide accreditation procedures. 
The bill provides due process for our institutions, requires an accreditor to abide by state and federal laws and 
regulations, and creates a meaningful appeals process; it also requires written standards for granting a community 
college appropriate time to come into compliance with standards. It creates strong conflict of interest policies and 
requires accreditation decisions to be based upon written published standards, ensuring consistency and eliminating 
arbitrary decision-making.  Additionally, it requires open decision-making and ensures the preservation of written 
documents. 

By establishing reasonable parameters under which an accreditor should operate while evaluating California’s 
community colleges, AB 1397 protects the best interest of our state, our colleges, and our communities.  

As the union representing counselors, instructors, and librarians at City College of San Francisco, AFT 2121 clearly has 
an interest in an improved and fair accreditation process. Our members, the students we serve, and the San Francisco 
community at large have seen first-hand the need for legislation to reform the accreditation process. For these reasons, 
AFT 2121 is pleased to support AB 1397. 

Sincerely, 

 
   

 Timothy Killikelly Alisa Messer 
 AFT 2121 President AFT 2121 Political Director 


